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Talk the talk

Like many a pastime, deer hunt-
ing has its own thicket of special
terms. Here are just a few:

White flag: Something a hunter
never wants to see. When a

white-tailed deer senses a preda-
tor, it raises its tail and heads for
the hills. Which means that’s the
last thing you’ll see of it.

Blowing: The loud snorting sound
a deer makes to alert other deer
when a threat is near. That usually

happens just before that white flag.

Glassing: Using a scope or binocu-
lars to keep eyes on the prize.

Still hunting: Rather than sitting
in a stand, this is when a hunter
walks slowly and quietly through
the woods to spot prey.

Rub: A buck’s spring antlers come
in with a velvet-like material that

it scrapes off on tree bark. That’s
also a way to mark its territory and
exercise neck muscles.

Grunt tube: A call that hunters
blow to mimic the sound of a buck
grunting, which it does during
breeding season to signal aggres-
sion to other bucks.



