MOVING

experience
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It seemed like a good idea last spring. We'd sell our cute but cramped dwelling in the city and buy
agrand new house in the ‘burbs. We’re picky about tile and carpetand: fauce'thandles sowe figured

we'd better do one of those pick-a-floorpl.

, pick-your-paint, watch-'

Then our Realtor told us we'd need to put the city house on the market right away, during the
summer selling season. But the new house wouldn’t be ready ‘til Christmas.
The city house sold right away. We would have to move twice. Which meant nearly five months.

ina1,000-sq

rental

3, two dogs,

floor to ceiling with inaccessibly packed-up possessions — oh, what a party!
Should you be among the 21 million Americans preparing to change addresses this summer,
please enjoy these tips from a regrettably now-seasoned mover.

‘fSelect amoving compiny — carefully

Don't get a quote over the phone, Ac-
ling to Texas Department of Transpor-
tion rules, you have a right to a written
mate. Get it.
 Forourfirstmove, we usedan “apartment
mover.” These are the companies with
| names like Big Bob's Moving Company or
Three Sisters Who Need Work. They tend to
*give estimates over the phone based on the
| ‘number of rooms in your home and your
| descriptions. They charge by the hour, so
they're not necessarily interested in giving
aparticularly accurate estimate. If it takes
r, they still get paid. While you may
have better luck, our move with this type of
‘company wasa disaster. The guys were late,
‘they knocked down the mailboxes trying to
back in the driveway, and one thought a
single bed rail madeasufficientloadtocarry
out to the truck. The move cost a fortune —
‘about $1,600; the phone estimate was about
— and took forever; we were assem-
bling cribs at 2 a.m. while the twins snored
‘on mattresses on the floor.

The second time, we used a national
| company, one you think of for interstate
|‘moves. But they also do local moves, and
ﬁEﬁ“ more professionally than the smaller

ers. And in our case, much more inex-
ively and efficiently.

" A company representative came to the
use and performed a thorough inventory
our stuff. Actually, we had about a half-

dozen mmpan‘xes come. The bids varied

wildly — from $900 t0$1,800. We picked one
whose md was about $1,000 with a not-to-
of $1,200; the final bill was in

e il Ono salestan said it would take

ahotel because our stu would be on atruck
overnight. This is the company that
fendod to inventory everything, which

ovorkill for a move of less than 5
mﬂes wmn the mﬂ would stay on me

analystfor Consumers Union, says therules
umd»r which movers operate for moves
those.

e AN e Moy mvece
chargeyoufor thetimeittakes them todrive
from their parking lot to your house and
‘back. This I8 irritating; no one pays me to

i Atanyrat (re

in place for Interstate moves. She also
gests youselectalicensed mover. “If they've

says. (Check out wyww.txdot.state.tx.
i htm)

clear on their policies here.
Janee

senior policy B

'MOVING: Or, the fine art of packing
your entire life in one (mislabeled) box

Continued from E1

Start packing early
Months early. You'll be stunned at
(he ‘amount of stuff you've accumu-
. Start collecting boxes as soon
as you have an inkling you'll be re-
locating. For example. g0 to Target
on Mandxy ‘mornings, when they" re

embarrassed; toilet paper boxes are
really quite roomy. Take them home
and immediately start filling them.
Write the destination room on the
sides of boxes, not the top. Some
moving companies will loan or sell
(82815, depending on size) boxes,
delivering them — along with pack-
ing paper and tape — in advance of
moving day. The company we used
for the second mave brought out
be boxes the morning of the

1ove, We loaded up the hanging
clothes as they moved out our other
stuff. Atthe new house, we unpacked
the wardrobe boxes and the movers
took them away. Very efficient. No
extra charge.

Toss the junk
Really. Be ruthless. Get rid of the

come to your house an
that outrageously outdate

‘benefits people with disabilities, will

take away
ted 2002

Brian Willamson AMERICAN-STATESVAN

junk, have a little peek at your ga-
rage. All that stuff you think you'll
just toss in the back of your car and

those yourself.

Recruit kid care

Have someone available to take
care of the kids. For both our moves,
we had family in to help. We took
kids, aunts and grandparents to the
destination house; they rolled
around on un-furniture-

pers, beer — to get them through the
day. We gave the adults camping
chairs tosit on.

Keep the must-haves
handy

Pack a box of “immediate me"
items and move it yourself: sheet
PJs, extra sippy cups, toiletries a.nd
prescription drugs. You don’t want
to be searching through 102 boxes at
11 pm. trying to find Junior’s re-
tainer or Sissy’s won't-sleep-
without-it snugglebear.

Finally

Mind that you don't become so
enamored of your moversthat you
start giving away your
{o them, T recently went looking for
our barbecue grill, only to learn that
my husband had bestowed it on one
of the movers, who had astutely ob-

disappointed ifnoone buys the junk  model plasma TV. (Call 707-0008)  haul over yourself ADDS UP! We
you haven't used in years. It's junk. found that toddlers and mounds of
You don't want it; shoppers don't ~ Don’t forget a don’tmix
want it. Goodwill might not even 41 o st rrco well—espectlly with twin brothers
wantit,butit’s worthashot. Youcan 1€ €Xras withintossingrange. Getmore

try selling your unneeded books to
‘used book stores. Some nonprofits,
such as the Arc of Texas, which

n't underestimate the
“you'll just move yourself.” If yo
think your house had a lot odic e

stuﬂ‘

and box the stuff up; let the s
take it. A caveat: Most movers won't
take plants, so you will have to take

it took me 4 months to discover the
loss may legitimize my husband’s
decision, but still.)
gheber@statesman.com; 445-3506.



