Lotus: story blossoms into new book

Taniguchi’s legacy blooms in book

Continued from E1
years ago when she asked him to
come to the garden he created and
talk to the children in her class.
Year by year, she and the man
who handcrafted his three-acre
gift to Austin formed a bond, and.
he shared his stories with her.
“He was hard to understand; he
spoke broken English. But I hung
onto every word he sa
year he would teu mealittle
‘more,” Bauld say

Eventually,
he shared with
her the story of
three ancient
lotus seeds
found by a peat
farmer in a Jap-
anese bog.
Though they
appeared to be
Isamu rocks, the farm-
Taniguchi er suspected.

more. He
scraped away the mineralized
* coating and soaked one of the
seeds in water. The seed swelled to
:life, and the farmer took his dis-
covery to the emperor, whose wise
* men determined the seeds to be
1,000 years old.
. The emperor sprouted the sec-
 ond seed, and the third seed he
‘ gave to Taniguchi, who was going.
| to America to be with his son in
Austin.

t
‘Taniguchi —always in a straw

*in the pond of the garden that

bears his name, Bauld says, and
! the beautiful flowers are enjoyed
by visitors today. They are in
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Austin author Jane Scoggins Bauld turned her friendship with lsam\l Tanlgudlr‘?ﬂlnmn'a:sr\’v;aw"
children’s book about the lotus flower that blooms in his pond at Zilker Botanical Garden.

Journey of the Third Seed
By Jane Scoggins Bauld, with
illustrations by Cynthia G. Darr

in Press, $17

bloom now and will bloom
throughout summer and fall, until
we get a freeze, according to the
staff at Zilker.

Bauld loves the story of the third
seed. “It is a story that will help
people feel better about themselves
and the world,” she says. And she
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The story of how

Isamu Taniguchi's
lotus is now.

blooming at Zilker
Botanical Garden.

author Jane. Scog
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illustrator dmlght.er Cynthia G. Darr in
".’oumey of the Thi.rd Seed " a children’s
0ok released this spi
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See Taniguchi,

is honored to have known Tanigu®
chi. “He seemed like the most pros
found man I'd ever met.”

“Journey of the Third Seed” is
an enchanting experience for bothy
children and their parents — the
story, the language, the illustra-
tions, the typography and the de-
sign combine to form a book sure
tohe well-worn in many house-
hol

Bt is the puthor ofseveral
children’s books, including anoth-
er about the Oriental Garden,
“The Mother Tree.” One of Bauld's

chi before he died in

‘You may contact Gretchen Heber at
gheber@statesman.com or 445-3506.

into a corner of the Zilker Botan-



